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Adam Francis Smith (1865 – 1911) 
 
I was handed down items from Adam Francis Smith and felt compelled to investigate his life’s journey.  He was born March 29, 
1865, on his Fathers farm in Mount Pleasant Township near Mount Rock, now called Centennial Pennsylvania, the same farm 
his father Pius Stanislaus Smith (1822 – 1883) was born and later owned.  He was the youngest of seven children, all of them 
males.  His Grandfather Joseph Smith (1788/89 – 1863) was born in 
Allemagne Germany and fought on the American side of the war of 
1812.  
 

The 1870 Census mimics the 1872 Mount Pleasant Adams County 
Pennsylvania map where it shows Michael and Barbara Little and 
William and Agnes Krug as farming neighbors to Pius S. Smith 
(Carpenter) and his family.  Another close neighbor, Samuel and 
Agnes Little where he was a professional Mason.  
 

Adam had just turned four years old so was not in school.  His 
three older brothers (John, Pius P, Joseph) were enrolled.  
Nathaniel followed his father into carpentry business while Lewis 
at the age of twenty was reported as living at home.  Mary Ann 
Foller (age 55) was listed as living with the family.  She is the aunt 
of Adam and the sister of his mother, Adaline Foller Smith.  When 
she passed, she was buried at Conewago where a year or more 
later Pius Peter and Laura Smith would bury their infant Annie 
Elizabeth.   
 

Many of the 
neighboring 
family names 
are still nearby 
today.  
Surnames of 
Pohlman, 
Lawrence, 
Myers, Weaver, 
and many 
others. 
 

By the 1880 
Census, Adam 
was 15 years of 
age and no 
longer in school but helping and working at their Mount Rock / Mount Pleasant 
Township home.  His brother Joseph (19) and Pius Peter (23) are living with the family 
as well and helping with the farm.  John appears to have followed his older brother 
Nathaniel and father Pius Stanislaus (58) into the Carpentry profession.   Adaline is 
home helping with the farm; her sister no longer lives with them while they now have 
Susan Gallagher (29) living with them and is listed as a servant.  Families that did not 
have any daughters very often had house cleaners that helped with the house chores 
and cooking. 
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Susan replaced Mary Ann Foller and her surname is often spelt in many different ways.  The Gallagher surname ranks in the 
top surnames in Ireland, and there are some thirty-plus variations of this Irish last name. The family name has a long and deep 
history in the Mount Rock (Centennial) area.  The only other Susan Gallagher 
reference found is her participation in an 1883 baptism service for Adams brother 
Nathaniel and wife Louisa Ginter-Smith.  She served with Adam as a witness to 
Nathaniel’s & Luisa’s fourth child, Phillip Francis Joseph “Felix” Smith at the 
Sacred Heart Conewago church.  
 
In 1887, Adam and the daughter of his uncle George, Agnes Smith-Redding, were 
the official witnesses to the marriage of Pius Peter and Laura Lawrence-Smith’s 
February 20th Sacred Heart church wedding.  
 
The 1890 Census data was mostly lost to a major 1921 fire so there is limited 
information available. This is well documented and contains many questions, 
complaints and conspiracy theories about accuracy and fraud.  New York State 
officials were accused of bolstering census numbers, and the intense business 
competition between Minneapolis and St. Paul, Minnesota, resulted in at least 
nineteen indictments against Minneapolis businessmen for allegedly adding more 
than 1,100 phony names (“First in the Path of the Firemen | National Archives”)  
 
In the York Democratic Press social news section of June 27,1890, it has a 
Newspaper report of Adam F. Smith of Hanover being badly kicked by a Horse!  
Soon thereafter he moves to Reading Pennsylvania and takes up residence for the 
next eight plus years.  
 
By 1891 Adam had moved to Reading Pennsylvania and joined the local Bartenders Union and remained a member through 
the rest of his life.  He first moved to 402 North 6th Street and is documented as a Bartender in the local directory.  His 

residence appears to have been a boarding house near 
the active main train station (see picture & maps). 

402 North 6th Street Today 

In 1900, the Reading Shops began construction along the Reading 

yards and North 6th Street, facilitating the maintenance and 

construction of locomotive and rolling stock fleet, and completed 

4 years later. 

https://www.irishcentral.com/roots/ancestry/top-300-irish-surnames-explained
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/103845871/phillip-frances_joseph-smith
https://www.archives.gov/publications/prologue/1996/spring/1890-census-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reading_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reading_Company
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By the next year Adam moves to George Romig’s Continental Hotel at 341-
345 North 9th Street where he becomes a Clerk and Bartender and listed in 
the Reading City Directory from 1891 through 1900.  The Census report for 
1900 lists him as residing at the Continental and as the clerk / bartender.  
This move confuses the Postal Office, and a letter is listed as undeliverable 
by the Reading Times Newspaper.  In their August 18th, 1891, issue they 
report the undeliverable letter notifying all and that he has two weeks to 
pick up his mail or it will be returned to sender. 
 
Further investigation is needed to understand why Adam moved to 
Reading.  Who was he close to there that prompted him to come to 
Reading?  Proabaly due to relatives since so many from the Adams County 
area residents came from or had relatives in the Reading / Burks County 
area.  In one letter he mentions family, but a specific connection or 
member cannot be determined at this time.  He also became a Bartender 
and joined the Reading Bar Tenders Union.  
 
In 1899 Adam either bought or received a ticket to go to the Reading 
Liederkranz February 7th which is a German American social club.  It was 
one of eleven local German organizations in the late 1800's, organized by 
eight Germans as a German Singing Society in Bowman's Hall, North Tenth 
Street, Reading, Pennsylvania, on July 23, 1885.   
 
For the first seventeen years the singers practiced in rented facilities 
throughout Reading.  Finally on March 26, 1902, property at 833-835 
Chestnut Street was purchased.  In 1909 the building was razed, and a new 
clubhouse was built, designed to be a singing hall.  The new building was 
dedicated on the 5th Sangerfest of the United Singers of Pennsylvania, June 
1910.  (“Club History — Reading Liederkranz”) The Chestnut Street building 
was the club’s home for the next 88 years.  In 1990 the current property 
was bought at 143 Spook Lane.  
 
Translated, the ticket reads Ninth Big or Great Masked Ball of Reading 
Liederkranz, Tuesday 7, February 1899 in the harmony Men’s Choir Ball 
Complimentary Ticket for Sir or Mr. Adam 
Smith.   
 
The Reading Liederkranz is still open today with 
a highly active schedule of events. 

 

https://www.readingliederkranz.com/
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In the 1900 Census taken on June 9th, Adam is reported to be living and employed as Bartender / Clerk at Reading’s 
Continental Hotel.  This is a significant hotel near 
the Railroad Terminal on Ninth Street.  He reports 
that he has been working full-time for the last 12 
months.  This Census shows Forty-seven more 
people are registered at the hotel as boarders 
which includes two male hostlers (horse carers) and 
seven women servants who are mostly young and 
single.   
 

In September of 1902 Adam writes twice from 
Reading to his Brother Pius Peter back in the Mount 
Pleasant / Mt Rock area.  These letters are 
exceedingly difficult to read due to the 
handwriting, phonetic spelling, language / accent, 
and pure age of the letters.  They are written on 
the Hotel Lafayette’s letter paper with the 
proprietor’s name of C. M. Weber crossed out.   
 
The Lafayette’s Landlord C. M. Weber, was arrested in December of 1900 for selling liquor to minors, selling it on Sunday and 
on election day and finally selling it to intoxicated persons.  Both the Bartender and General Manager provided police 
statements, but neither were Adam Smith.  The charge was later thrown out of court in March of 1901.  We do not know if on 
this trip to Reading, if Adam stayed at the Hotel Lafayette, or did he just use their writing paper?  

 
A few takeaways from his writings include mentioning family in the Reading 
area but it is inconclusive as to who that is directly.  Adam in his letters asks 
about Pius Peter’s wife, children and their Uncle George.  He talks of his life in 
Reading and the Reading Coal Strike of 1902.  The strike affected many and he 
has difficulty finding work and may go off to Philadelphia for employment.  It 
was a bloody strike and President Theodore Roosevelt intervened as a neutral 
arbitrator.  Adam mentions local family and the local Hospital being full and 
boarding costs.  [Adam’s letters are included here below].   
 
By the 1890’s Train travel was extremely popular and common.  People could 
travel from the Hanover area to Philadelphia and return late the same day.  
Adam occasionally traveled back and forth from 
Reading to Mount Pleasant.  He remained 
remarkably close to his Brother Pius Peter 
who by then owned their father’s farm.   
 
Adam likely attended the funeral of his 
brother’s wife, Laura Lawrence-Smith who 
passed March 9, 1909.  Since he was Pius 
Peter’s witness at his wedding, corresponded 
from Reading a few times, it is probable he 

visited and stayed in the area to console his brother and his family.  Laura’s documented 
cause of death was epileptic convulsions which is a common somatic comorbidity with 
emphysema.  It is just speculation, but he probably returned home when his Uncle George passed away on April15th 1894.  
 
 

Reading Railroad Serviced Reading to Gettysburg 

Philadelphia & Reading Rail Yard 

Laura M Lawrence-Smith 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coal_strike_of_1902
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reading_Company
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1910 – Adam stayed in the Adams County area and was working at the Oxford Hotel in New Oxford (Adams County).  No 
Census information was found for Adam’s specific residence or 
location, but it is recorded in a couple of publications (2-19-1910) 
that Adam resigned from his Bartender / Clerk job at the Hotel 
Oxford (New Oxford PA) and moved back home to Mount Rock 
(Centennial), now his brother’s farm.  He was replaced at the 
Oxford Hotel by David Henry Fink (1858 – 1932) who was the 
former Adams County Commissioner.   
 
Later in 1910, it appears Adam began living and working as a 
Bartender at John I. Mckinney’s, The American Hotel, located next 
to the Hanover Train Station.  He is listed in the R L Polk & 
Company’s 1911 Hanover Directory which was probably prepared 
in 1910.  He later moved to the Ocker House in Littlestown where 
a Trolley line called the “The “Hanover Fast Line” (1908 – 

1938/48) was flourishing connecting 
local residents with McSherrystown, Hanover and York. 

 
He moved again and this time to the Ocker 
House, a hotel in the center of Littlestown 
that was originally built in 1848 and named 
the Barker House or Central Hotel.   
 
1911, New Year’s Morning & Obituary – 
Adam F. Smith bar clerk at the Ocker House 
in Littlestown died suddenly Sunday January 
1st, 1911, of heart attack, he was 45 years 
old.  He arose Sunday morning in the best 
of health and attended church.  
 
On returning to the hotel, as he was passing 
up the stairway to his room, he was 
stricken, and carried to his room in an 

unconscious condition where he expired 
minutes later.  
 

 
 
  

 

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/34626880/david-henry-fink
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The deceased was a son of the late Pius S. Smith of Mt. Pleasant township.  He was a member of Hanover Aerie of Eagles and 
also of the Bar Tenders' Union of Reading. He was employed for several years at Hotel Oxford, New Oxford, and later at the 

American House, Hanover.  
He is survived by his three 
brothers, John Smith of 
Gettysburg, Pius P. Smith of 
Mt. Rock, and Joseph F. 
Smith of Hanover.  The 
Funeral was on Wednesday, 
January 4th, services, and 
interment at Conewago 
Chapel at 9 am with Rev. 
Germanus Kohl officiating. 
 
Shortly thereafter there are 
legal notices announcements 
of Pius Peter Smith appointed 
as Adam’s legal custodian 
and estate administrator of 
all his belongings starting just 
after his passing with a final notice in December of 1911.  

 
 
  
 
 
 

 
We have no confirmed identifying life 
photo, there are some who speculate 
that the formal Devil Den’s portrait of 
Pius Peter and his wife Laura, include 
Adam F. Smith (click here )  

 
 

<<< The End >>> 
 

 

Reference Materials Follow    

http://www.hanovereagles1406.com/about.html
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The Ocker House Center   
        Littlestown Square 
(Formerly the Central Hotel) 

The Oxford Hotel 
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Adam F. Smith’s Uncle 

George Francis Joseph Smith 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Back 
 

Adam Francis Smith Death 

Certificate 
 

March 30, 1861 

January 1, 1911 
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Devil's Den Photo with Pius Peter, Laura and Others… 
 

According to Gettysburg historians, this classic J. I. Mumper (1843 – 1916) portrait photo was taken around 1998.  Pius Peter 

and Laura M Lawrence-Smith are identified with writing on the reverse side.  This portrait was given to three different families. 

 

So, could the relative in this picture include Pius Peter’s brother, Adam F. Smith?  Hopefully over time we can find other 

pictures of Adam and confirm…    

 

 

 

BACK  

 

 

 

For years after the Civil War the Gettysburg Battlefield was quite popular with locals and visiting Tourist for touring around 

and in their Sunday’s best outfits.  Photographer’s would set up at their designated spots and offer to take and deliver photos 

The Government started to license 
Photographers to specific battlefield 
locations to take formal pictures 
starting in 1895.  They would have 
to rotate so all the photographers 
had opportunities at the best 
locations. 
 
The Devil’s Den site and a few 
others quickly became a very 
popular places so now licensed 
photographers had these 
designated picture taking places.   
 
Historians point out that this photo 
is of close relatives, and not two 
different or random parties jumping 
into one picture to maximize cost 
savings or photographer’s revenue. 
 
  
 

for an average of 50 cents.  This price was very competitive compared to what it would cost to 

visit an in-house studio.  Thus, tourist both local and far away, would tour around the 

Battlefield and the photographers would be standing at their designated spots offering their 

services for a fair price to take their picture. 
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Adam F. Smith is a witness to his brother Pius Peter and Laura Lawrence’s 1887 Wedding 

Modern day picture of the Smith farm 

before Raymond Smith gave it to 

Conewago’ s Sacred Heart Church. 

Photo courtesy of K. Smith 

Raymond Cyril Smith 
(1902 – 1990) 

Agnes Smith would go on to marry William 

Redding.  The witnesses for her wedding 

were her brother George and the groom’s 

sister, Caroline.  These two would then be 

married 9 years later! 
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